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MARKET RELEASE – FRIDAY, 21 JULY 2023 
 
 

Spark appoints Strategy and Regulatory Director 
 
Spark today announced the appointment of John Wesley-Smith to the role of Strategy and Regulatory Director, 
which will form part of the Leadership Squad from 1 August 2023.  
 
John joined Spark in 2005 and is currently Regulatory and Industry Affairs Lead. Having led the company's 
regulatory team for the last 14 years, John has significant knowledge of the sector and the drivers of value within 
it. He has also played a pivotal role in Spark's major capital investments and transactions, including the recent 
sale of a majority stake in the company's passive mobile infrastructure assets.  
 
Spark CEO Jolie Hodson said, "John has a deep understanding of how technology is evolving, and the global 
trends that will shape the markets we operate in and is well placed to lead the ongoing evolution of our strategy 
into the future. I am looking forward to the contribution he will make to the Leadership Squad in the years 
ahead." 
 
From 1 August, the Spark Leadership Squad will be as follows: 

• Jolie Hodson, CEO 

• Melissa Anastasiou, General Counsel 

• Matt Bain, Marketing Director 

• Mark Beder, Customer Director Enterprise and Government 

• Greg Clark, SME and Consumer Director 

• Leela Gantman, Corporate Relations and Sustainability Director 

• Stefan Knight, Finance Director 

• Renee Mateparae, Network and Operations Director 

• Heather Polglase, People and Culture Director 

• Tessa Tierney, Product Director 

• John Wesley-Smith, Strategy and Regulatory Director 
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For more information contact: 
For media queries please contact: 

Althea Lovell 

Corporate Relations Lead Partner 

(64) 21 222 2992 

althea.lovell@spark.co.nz 

 

For investor queries please contact: 

Chante Mueller 

Head of Investor Relations 

(64) 27 469 3062 

Chante.Mueller@spark.co.nz 

 
About Spark 
Spark is New Zealand's largest telecommunications and digital services company, with a purpose to help all of 
New Zealand win big in a digital world. Spark provides mobile, broadband, and digital services to millions of New 
Zealanders and thousands of New Zealand businesses. 
www.sparknz.co.nz 
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